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the padding. And for the winter following, according to the cor-
respondent's suggestion, new cotton should be purchased. For
an industrious home the suggestion is really fine, and for the poor
most economical. For there is no waste and cleanliness is ensured.
If the poor people will but learn the necessary simple tailoring, they
can have warm or cool health-giving clothing from year to year
to suit the different seasons without much cost. If the whole thing
is managed judiciously, the reader will observe that a family can
be clothed and covered by purchasing a certain quantity of cotton
from year to year and at the most paying the family weaver for
weaving. The cost of carding and spinning and tailoring is saved.
These things can be attended to without difficulty during leisure
hours and without encroaching upon the hours required for recrea-
tion, or, as the late Lord Kelvin used to say of himself, recrea-
tion might be had from change of occupation. But I know the Pun-
jabi as well as I know the Gujarati. And I know that he has ample
time at his disposal for attending to his sartorial requirements. But
to carry out the correspondent's wise suggestion necessitates a trans-
formation in national habits. Who can deny that it is needed if
the nation is no longer to live in a penurious state? As Mr. Andrews
has very properly pointed out in his two articles1, the economics
of the Torrid Zone cannot be the same as of the Temperate.
To make India industrial by concentrating labour in one place is
to kill the nation. To make India industrious by providing healthy
and necessary supplementary occupation in the cottage is to
make India healthy, wealthy and therefore happy and contented.

Young India, 17-11-1921

191.    THE PEN OR THE SWORD
In Lahore on the Mall there is a statue of John Lawrence
with a defiant look in the face with the pen in the right hand and
the sword in the left. The writing underneath is, "Will you have
the pen or the sword?" As a work of art it is said to be very good.
But it has always been a matter of offence to the citizens of
Lahore. They neither want the pen nor the sword imposed upon
them.
The statue is municipal property. It was put up in the early
eighties when the sense of self-respect was not so keen as now,
1 Entitled "Hand-spinning and Hand-weaving" in Young India, 3-11-1921
and 10-11-1921
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